
Appendix F
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Will school hours return to the “normal” schedule?
a. Yes, schools will operate on a normal schedule for the 2021-2022 school year.

2. Will students change classes and move throughout the building?

a. Class changes will be reinstated and allowed based on current mitigation strategies for each

school community.

3. Is virtual instruction an option for students?

a. Only students who are administratively placed or have documented medical needs will qualify

for virtual services for the 2021-2022 school year.

b. Virtual applications are due by May 15, 2021.  Medical Certification of Need form must be signed

and uploaded by July 1, 2021.

c. Applications and forms may be accessed in Parent Portal.

4. Will elementary students participate in in-person resource classes?

a. Yes, music, art, health & physical education, library, and exploratory classes will all be offered

in-person.

5. Will virtual students be taught by CHPS teachers?

a. K-5 virtual students - CHPS teachers

b. 6-12 virtual students - Limited number of CHPS teachers and licensed Virtual Virginia teachers

6. Will students and staff be required to wear masks?

a. Yes, we will continue to require mitigation measures based on the most recent CDC, VDH, and

VDOE guidance.

7. Will students eat in the cafeteria?

a. Breakfast will continue to be a “grab-and-go” model as students enter the building.

b. Students will eat in the cafeteria on a rotating basis based on the most current physical

distancing guidelines. Schools will set up schedules for each grade level.

8. Will the gyms be used for P.E. instruction and activities?

a. Yes, students will be provided opportunities to exercise in the gym based on the most current

physical distancing guidelines. Each school will develop a gym schedule based on student

population and class schedules.

9. Will volunteers and visitors be allowed in the schools?

a. No, not at this time. Access to the campus may be restricted for visitors and volunteers based on

the most current community transmission data. This will be reevaluated based on the most

current CDC, VDH, and VDOE guidance.

10. Should we expect schedule changes throughout the school year?

a. Yes, adjustments to school schedules, protocols, and procedures will be made throughout the

school year based on successful mitigation strategies and low COVID-19 transmission.
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References

Virginia LEARNS: Navigating Virginia Education in Uncertain Times provides recommendations and identifies
resources and best practices related to equity, curricula — especially in literacy and mathematics — remediation
and intervention strategies, assessments, data analysis, student and staff wellness, and technology to support
instruction and learning.

Virginia updated its Interim Guidance for Schools (PDF) on March 23, based on the CDC’s recently revised
Operational Strategy for K-12 Schools through Phased Prevention to permit for 3 feet of physical distancing
(instead of 6 feet) in certain circumstances.

Governor Northam has revised Executive Order 72 effective April 1, 2021 (PDF). Among other changes, the
revised EO includes rules for high school graduation ceremonies.

Recover, Redesign, Restart 2020 (PDF) is a guiding document for Virginia school divisions developed in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic and in preparation for schools reopening. It addresses all facets of school
operations and includes key questions, embedded links to resources, and recommendations for school leaders
within the reopening parameters set forth by our Governor. Hundreds of hours have been devoted to its
creation by caring and committed stakeholders who understand the critical role schools play in a healthy
community. This includes the Return to School Recovery Task Force, the Accreditation Task Force, and the
Continuity of Learning (C4L) Task Force. The guidance provided is designed to assist school divisions in
developing successful reopening plans.

COVID-19: A Parent Guide for School-Aged Children – A “one-stop” resource for parents to access information
by bringing all of the COVID-19 resources specific to parents together in one place. Resources on the document
include links to general information about COVID-19, as well as frequently asked questions related to special
education services, social and emotional/mental health, nutrition, managing behaviors at home, assisting your
child with distance learning, etc. The web page is also available in Spanish: COVID-19: Una Guía para Padres de
Niños en Edad Escolar.

Refer to School Reopening Frequently Asked Questions for the Virginia Department of Education's related
guidance, which is aligned with the interim CDC guidance for schools, and serves as a recommendation for
Virginia schools to mitigate risks associated with COVID-19.

© Colonial Heights School Board, 2021

04/27/21

CHPS Continued Learning Plan for 2021-2022 Page 39

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/learns/index.shtml
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2021/03/Interim-Guidance-to-K-12-School-Reopening.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html#anchor_1616080023247
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-72-FOURTH-AMENDED-and-Order-of-Public-Health-Emergency-Nine-Easing-of-Commonsense-Surge-Restrictions-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/covid-19/recover-redesign-restart-2020.pdf
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/office/covid-19-parent-guide.shtml
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/office/covid-19-parent-guide-spanish.shtml
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/office/covid-19-parent-guide-spanish.shtml
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/office/covid-19-faq-reopening.shtml
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